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This book has been printed in memory of Joan Mason.
It is a collection of her observations of the countryside which were featured in the IFRR Magazine and much loved by us all.

A few illustrations have been added and it is hoped that it will be enjoyed by you all. 

Joan touched so many lives that the IFRR wanted to pay our tribute to such a wonderful lady.


          £5.25 inc p&p

*Overseas  £7.00 inc  p&p

ORDER FORM 

Please send me .........................copies of Diary of a Countrywoman @ £5.25 

Name.......................................................................

Address...................................................................

..................................................................................

.........................................................................POST CODE..........................................

Tel: .......................................................

Please make cheques payable to IFRR and send to

IFRR Book
Silvermere Cottage
11 Lower Stanton St Quintin
Chippenham
Wilts
SN14 6BY                         Tel. 01666 837087               email mrhaines@btopenworld.com 


The Book will be available in October.
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dead deer by the roadside 50 there must also be wounded ones. In many cass the
‘motorist has no warning and can do nothing and may wel be lef with a car that i
a write-off. The police say that thee s o need fo the public o noify them of any
incident and some insurance companies say they regard the accident 2 an *Act of
‘Godand ill ot pay out. This happened with my Sweep and alsoagirlnth village.

An absolute oy for sevral weeks have been some daffodils and crocus (rocii
i you prefer!) that 1 ha planted i pots and pt out i the yard outside the back door
It quite shelired because the bouse is L shaped.The crocus have finished, but the
daffodils are sill flowering, even suviving being bent over by snow. The next day
they had straightened up with thei heads bravly tumed 10 th sky.

Today is Jenny's eighth birthday. The tree cats
sent her  birthday card although with no apology for
{aking over her bed when they have beds of their own.
Jeany had a ‘hie do’as a present. Wel, n fact if was
 hairy car tidy up. She was quie self-conscious when
‘David arived and adimired her 1 can e now how people
with oy one dog become quite daft

Since writng the above, we have had more =
snow,onlylasting a few days,but biter, bite winds
which made it seem colder than the temperature would
ave youthink. The lancs are now gited so driving samite hazardous. Over he past
coupl of weeks we have had a visiing flock of ickdfres, presumably working their
‘way north and thence to Scandinavia. They are winter migrants who find our winter
climate preferble o their own. Summer s  different matte, they retum 0 Sweden
for the long hours of daylight. There must have been about two hundred i the flock.
They stayed for about two weeks, spreading across the ield, chatcring and fecding.
just ke cows grazing obviously toking up fo the journey and while they g0 north.
somewhere i souhern Affica “our’ Swallows will be making ready for thet journey
bere forthe summer

Despitc being 50 cold,the hydrangeas have green buds and the curran bushes

showw  haze of green. Spring is hovering somewhere around the comer — remember

s when the papers and TV are full of doom and gloom. This moming having

glanced a the “Telegraphheadlines, 1 said to my son, 1 think | sall produce a ‘happy

paper’” o which he repled, I should't bother, it is hortendous news that sclls
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THE DIARY OF A
COUNTRYWOMAN

A DELIGHTFUL COLLECTION OF
JOAN MASON’S OBSERVATIONS
OF LIFE IN THE COUNTRYSIDE




